WE SET off from Vienna around
nocn on December 28 towards
the ltalian port of Ganoa, wharo
tho Carthage would take us
across the Mediterranean to
Tunis. Slowly starting to settle
down from the stressiul last
minute vehicle preparation and
packing, as well as the usual
Christmas stress, we were looking
forwand to the calm and beauty of
the desert and three weeks away
from it all.

Slowly, the roar of the V8,
logather with the rumble of mud
terrain tyres on the Autobahn,
helped settle our minds into our
travel routine.

We were planning to reach a
wedl-known lake just south of Ksar
Ghilane in the Tunisian desert.
We'd heard various reports of vary
difficult sand conditions and fusl
consumptions of 100 litres per
100kms from fellow VB drivers, so
wa wara looking forward to a
great adventure. Once we
reached the lake, wo planned to
go all the way to the south and
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two Range Rovers battle through the dunes of
Tunisia, but not without their share of problems

drive along the Algerian bordar up
to El Borma.

Adventure caught up with us
eariier than we wanted, however -
after about B0kms the brown
Range Rover reported problems
with one of its front wheels - it
sgamed to temporarily block. We
stopped and lound that the disc
was very hot and thought that the
brake must have becoma sluck.

Limping to the noxt garage, we
diagnosed & broken whael
bearing instead. We managed (o
locate a new one at the next Land
Rover dealer and were hoping 1o
be back on the road quickly.

Unfortunately, it proved to be
Impossible o remove the wheel
huby from the stub axle since it
was pretty much welded together
from the heat generated by the
broken beaning. A usad assembly
neaded to be brought in from
Vienna and the repair was eventu-
ally finished by 10pm. We were
beft facing a long drive through the
night in arder to reach the ferry on
time the next day.

We managed to reach Genoa in
time despite pouring rain and
ware able to enjoy the spectacle
of watching the cars of the
Tunesians working in Europe,
driving onta the ferry. They are
always heavily loaded, taking all
sorts of things from Europe back
to their fnends and families.

The winner of the packing
contest this year was clearly a
Volkswagen Golf which, in addi-
tion to being fully packed inside,
had an American-size fridge and
two motor scooters somehow tind
on top of s roof.

The ferry takes one and a half
days and is quite relaxing, espe-
clally after the long drive to
Ganoa. Most of the immigration
paperwork can be done on board
g0 the actual border procedure on
land is normally guite fast.

arrival on land

W arrived in Tunis the next day
and, even there, it was raining
heavily. After clearing customs
and immigration, we headed




expedition & adventure

towards Kairouran where we
stayed at a hotel. The next day we
drove south towards Douz where
we obtained parmits for the south
as well as stocking up our
supplies. The local gas station
seamed happy 1o seea two Range
Rowvers filling up all our tanks
totalling about GOD Iitres.

After reaching the Café au Port
du Désert and drinking the obliga-
tory thé a la menthe {mint tea), we
finally reached the dunes and
arrived at the oasis Ksar Ghilane
by nightfall. We spent New Year's
Eve there and the next moming,
after taking a swim in the hot
springs, we set off for the lake.

First heading south on an easy
piste, we turmed west towards the
first dunes. The first ridge is about
100 metres high and consists of
small dunes requiring constant
changes of direction. Driving
steep inclines was made more
difficult by the very fine, powder-
like sand. Since we found some
recant tracks, we managed to
cross the first ridge without too

miuch difficulty and decided to call
it a day.

Setting up camp in the middie of
the desert is always a very beau-
tiful experience, the total silence
and the beauty of the dunes
shining in the red light of tha sun
going down makes a very lasting
impression, At night time we
expanmeanted with baking bread
on the fire, but the results tumed
oul to be rather sandy.

We were woken in the middle of
the night by the sound of heavy
rain, sameéthing not uncommaon at
this time of the year. The next
moming we packed up ready 1o
leave, but the orange Range
Rover refused to start. We quickly
diagnosed a malfunctioning igni-
tion coil - once replaced we
continuad our trip to tha lake.

Total distance to the lake from
the start of the dunes is aboul
a0kms to the south wast, but it
would take us a full three days to
getl there, The dunes towards the
west looked rather difficult, so
we decided to set out heading

Tap fedT l'|'|'|'.._-lp'-'_.'|.-

FECOVETY

Tap right: Finclirg &
route trrough these

small dunes can be ver

P ol

north, hoping to be able to drive
around them

We soon realised that, because
of the prevailing wind direction,
dnving narth would always be the
easiest way, but in order to get to
the lake we had to head east. 5o
we tumned argund in a cirche,
cosming back to our campsite and
then started 1o tackle the dunes
head on.

Wae had lost the tracks and were
making our own. We got stuck
numerous times, but with two cars
and winches, it was sasy to
recover - we didn't need to use
shovels or sand ladders,

aunes can be deceiving
Inzide the car when driving in that
kind of terrain, it is hard 1o visu-
alise what lles behind a dune. it's
advisable to stop on top of & dune
with the front angling shghtly
downwards, otherwise one may
get stuck just by stopping. For
that reason, it 5 always a bit

of a gambie to drive up a

dune not knowing what is on

May 2005 LRM 45




ORAMGE RANGE ROVER

Modeal

Engiiie

f exhaust a

Gearbox omatic
T',r--'. "

Suspension/hift T
bachy lift
Front
Rear: Detr

Axles

and pirons
Holl cage
Winch

Fual
Rool rack/tent
Navigation

o |||.! OME |1I'.

Detroit

r Rower Classic
4.6 VB, Stage 1

Janspead
wnd manifolds

3 MIT

nch

il thres

True Trac

i Locker. Ashcroft
halfshafts, Ashor

oft 4.11 ring

Made by Welding-Experts.de
Warn HS 8500
remote cont
200-litre fue
Hannibal, howling moon tourer
Garmin GPS V, laptop, TTOWV

with wircless

ank in load area

MoVving map progranima

digital maps
Vehicle spares, snorkel, flares
and hahtbar

Miscellaneous

r:::llsa:ladhylh&mnd a car woul
immediately get stuck. The frick we
learnt was always to climb the
dunes on the hard, windward side
and to keep out of the holes, which
i% easier said than done. We
reverted to walking the more diffi-
cult sections before driving them 1o
find a passable way through.

The small dunes, along with the
fine sand, are quite challenging
since they require constant sharp
tums, as well as traversing inclines
sid s with a danger of tipping
the over. Even a slight angle can
bacoma problematic once the tyres
start to dig ~ the downhill wheets will
invariably dig themseives deapear
making the angle steaper than it

y fa found thesea small
dunes a lot harder ta drive than the
large ones, which we would
encounter on the s d part of our
trip along the Algerian border.

That day, we managed to cover

in seven hours of

the lake within 24 hours. Driving got
easier towards the end of the day,
as our route traversed some tabie
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of dunes, again enjoying a beautiful
sunset and an evening besida the
camp fire, A nomad dropped by out
of nowhere, he fived there with his
wife and son who came by the next
moming. They offered some local
artefacts and we gave them some
chocolates in return,

We set off, first crossing some
sasier duneas and then again
reaching table mountains and

gravel, making guite good progress.

From one mountain top we had a
great view of the Grand Erg and the
route to come, which looked very
sandy and quite challenging.

The terrain consisted of dunes
broken up by round valleys. Surfing
chown the steep inchines into the
valleys was rather fun, but getting
out of them often requirad full
thnottle and clever manoeuvring
The closer we got towards the lake,
the steeper and longar the ramps
bacame,

The largest danger is iIn descend-
ing the dunes, as the vehicle may
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this, Ihm:a: naadatu be mnht-
ened out with short bursts on the
throttie, but without becoming too
fast and hitting the bottom at too
graat a spesd. Luckily, we soon
discovered some existing fracks
which made route finding a lot
easier, and we managed to reach
the lake before evening.

stunning surrealism
The lake is absolutely stunning.
Watar in the micidie of the desert
has a sense of surmealism to it and
the biue water makes a stark
contrast to the ever-presant sand
cofours. It is actually man-made,
created by prospectors drilling for
oil, but finding hot water instead.
We camped right next to the lake,
a nica change from the deser,
Packing the next moming, the
orange Range Rover again refused
to start with a malfunctioning coil.
Since we were running out of spare
colls, (we camed three, mora by
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accident than intent) we decits
investigate the problam. It was
caused by a broken ignition ampli-
fier which, for some reason, would
only work with brand mew colls.

Taking the distributor out, we
replaced the amplifier with the halp
of a Viennese car machanic, who
happenred to pop out of the bushes
st wihen wa needed him (Michil,
thanks again). After finishing our
repair we took a bath in the lake,
just next to warm water coming out
of the ground, pretty much heaven
an earth.

There were some nomads and
wild donkeys around the lake as
wall as group of travellers going
from Es Sabria to Bir Aouine on
cameis — suraly a great way to
axpariance the dasart, as wall

Having been delayed by our
repairs, we left tate aftamoon follow
ing some fresh tracks which we
s00n Iost due 1o the wind, and
camped two valleys beyond the
lake. Next day the terrain became
progressively easier and we
managed to reach Tembain by early
aftarmoan. The vaar bafora, we had
ioocked out on the Great Erg from its
surmrmit, and it was a graat feeling to
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route to Douz, After threa days in
low range it was good doing some
normmal driving again. On the way
out, the brown Range Rover started
1o develop a misfire, a probéenm
which we weran't able to solve for
the rest of the tnip, so we had
frequent stops messing about with
gnition coils, plug wires and 50 on.

Half way towards Douz we found
a Toyota Land Cruiser with a broken
front axle stuck in the sand, having
two-wheel-drive only. We were
mare than happy to help that
praised example of Japanase preci-
sion engineering back to civilisation
by pulling it through the sand bahind
the oranga Range Rover.

The mizfire on the brown Range
Howver got worse and it was hardly
making it through the sand; later the
problem miraculously disappearad,
allowing for a rally finish on the last
streteh of piste to Douz. We found
the first hotel, showered off the dust
and enjoyed a nice meal devouring
large portions of roastad lamb,
couscous and vegetables.

The local kitchen is very good
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with broken front axle
Abowve mght: Market at
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on offer and did not mﬁt-ar

dventure

ar, We
problems. For the next part of the
trip, we also stocked up on fresh
veqatables and meat baught from
the Iocal markets - a much better
diet than the convenience food we
brought from home.

All-in-all, the Range Rovers
proved thamsehaes well, the combi-
nation of lots of VB torque, together
with the automatic gearbox
axcallad in the dunes. Fuel
consumption averaged G0 litres per
100kms on the trp to the [ake, not
surprising as about haif of the
distance covered was in low range
in deap sand constantly going up
and down. On a normal plste, fuel
consumption would average at
about 18-20 ktres, not too bad for a
heavity lcadad expedition vehicla

the next step

The niaxt part of the trip will lead wus
back ta Ksar Ghilane and then
further on to the very south of
Tunisia, along the Algerian border
up to El Borma, the largest ol

fiald of Tunisia.
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